[Heterochromatic ABO locus of the Drosophila melanogaster X chromosome overlaps with the region of localization of repeats, including mobile elements and Stellate genes].
A loss of certain heterochromatic regions (ABO loci) of various chromosomes dramatically distorts the early embryo development in the progeny of females mutant for the abnormal oocyte (abo) gene, which is located in euchromatin of chromosome 2. One ABO locus (X-ABO) is in X-chromosomal heterochromatin distal of the nucleolus organizer. A cluster of the Stellate repeats is located in the same heterochromatin block. Deletions of various fragments from distal heterochromatin were tested for the effect on expression of the abo mutation. The X-ABO locus was assigned to X-chromosomal heterochromatin segment h26 and shown to include repeats consisting mostly of mobile elements and defective Stellate copies. A major part of the regular Stellate tandem repeats proved to be distal of the X-ABO locus.